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Questions 1 through 45 and Questions 83 through 100 are True or False.   All others are multiple choice.  Give the
best answer based on the video.  Use the enclosed Quiz Answer Sheet to record your answers.  You must pass with
at least 80% correct in order to get credit.  You may retake the test if necessary.

Quiz:  Understanding the B141 - Volume 1

1. All contracts must be reduced to writing to be valid.

2. Letter Agreements are always a  better form of agreement
than a verbal agreement.

3. Oral agreements are difficult to prove in court without
witnesses to the agreement.

4. When an owner contracts with an architect and separately
contracts with a contractor, there is a contractual
relationship between the architect and contractor for that
project only.

5. When an owner contracts with the owner’s consultant, the
architect is liable for the accuracy of that consultant’s
work.

6. When an architect contracts with a consultant, the architect
is liable for the accuracy of that consultant’s work.

7. Agreements that are vague are better for the architect.

8. A letter proposal that states that the parties will enter into a
formal AIA Agreement at a later date is not a good way to
contract with an owner.

9. Properly prepared proposal forms or letter agreements
need to be very specific in terms of the obligations of each
party to the agreement.

10. There is no need to discuss the architect’s fee in a letter
agreement.

11. When using a verbal agreement, there is no need to discuss
who is in charge of safety procedures or precautions.

12. When using a letter agreement, there is no need to discuss
who is in charge of safety procedures or precautions.

13. Under the B141, the architect is not in charge of safety
precautions or procedures utilized at the project site.

14. The architect has the responsibility to design a project in
conformance with codes and other laws.

15. Properly prepared letter agreements will discuss ownership
of copyright interests and the architect’s  instruments of
service.

16. A verbal agreement can have an adverse effect on the
architect’s copyright protection.

17. Architects should prepare their agreements with owners
with a heavy bias in favor of the architect.

18. Owners should prepare their agreements with architects
with a heavy bias in favor of the owner. 

19. All agreements, whether verbal, letter agreements or
association prepared standard form agreements, should be
adjusted for the particular project at hand.

20. Standard form agreements protect all parties better than
verbal or letter agreements.

21. Standard form agreements discuss which party is in
charge of safety procedures and precautions.

22. Standard form agreements usually discuss ownership of
the instruments of service.

23. Standard form agreements usually discuss who is the
creator and owner of the copyright interests in the
instruments of service.

24. Standard form agreements are generally much more
detailed than letter agreements as to the responsibilities of
the owner and architect.

25. The terms and conditions for termination by any party
should always be discussed in verbal, letter agreements
and standard form agreements.

26. An architect has a copyright from the moment that a
drawing is created.

27. The owner of a copyright can prevent others from
distributing copies of the work without permission.

28. You can copyright an idea.

29. You need a copyright notice on all drawings to maintain
your copyright.

30. An architect can have an Architectural Works Copyright
for a bridge.

31. It is not copyright infringement to build a building using
somebody else’s plans without permission.

32. Before you file a federal copyright infringement lawsuit,
you must first register your plans.

33. Copyrights can be registered with the Copyright Office
using form VA.

34. If you make some changes to another architect’s
drawings, you are not guilty of copyright infringement.

35. Independent creation is a defense to a copyright lawsuit.

36. If a client brings a drawing into your office and asks you
to draw up a building just like it, you will not be found
guilty of copyright infringement.
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37. Statutory damages are only available if you register your
plans prior to the infringement.

38. If you find out that a copy of your building is being built
without your permission, you can be awarded statutory
damages as well as attorneys fees, so long as you register
your plans before the building is finished.

39. If the owner-architect agreement does not address
ownership of the copyright, in some jurisdictions, the
owner can use the architect’s drawings to complete the
project, even if the architect is terminated.

40. A federal court can order demolition of an infringing
structure.

41. For maximum protection, the architect should register
both technical drawings as well as the Architectural
Work.

42. If your letter agreement does not cover copyright issues,
you still have maximum copyright protection against an
unscrupulous owner.

43. AIA Document B141-1997, the Owner-Architect
Agreement, states that the architect and the Architect’s
consultants will own their respective copyright in the
Instruments of Service.

44. AIA Document B141-1997, the Owner-Architect
Agreement, states that the owner does not need a license
to use the drawings and specifications.

45. AIA Document B141-1997, the Owner-Architect
Agreement, states that, if the architect is not timely paid,
the architect may revoke the owner’s license.

46. The date of the Agreement should be:

a. The date the agreement was executed by the last
party

b. The date the agreement was executed by the first
party

c. The date that the architect first performed services
for the project

d. All of the above
e. a. and b. only

47. The date of the Agreement is important because it may
establish the date on which the:

a. Copyright interests were first protected
b. Mechanics lien rights were first established
c. Both a. and b. above
d. None of the above
e. Statutes of Limitations period starts

48. The Owner referred to in the B141 is:

a. The owner of the property on which the project
will be constructed.

b. The architect’s client who owns the property on
which the project will be constructed.

c. The architect’s client who does not own the
property on which the project will be constructed

d. The architect’s client who may or may not own
the property on which the project will be
constructed.

e. None of the above

49. When an owner is a public entity, the following things
may be required before the Agreement can be valid:

a. Public notice of the project
b. A request for qualifications of interested

architects
c. Board authorization for the project and approval

of selection of the architect
d. All of the above
e. a. and b. only

50. For the Agreement to be valid, the term “Architect” refers
to:

a. A properly licensed  individual in the state in
which the Agreement is signed

b. A properly licensed  individual in the state in
which the project is to be constructed, if the
Agreement is with the individual architect
personally

c. A properly licensed business entity that is
authorized to provide architectural services in the
state in which the project is to be constructed, if
the Agreement is with the business entity

d. Both b. and c. above
e. None of the above

51. If the Architect is unlicensed:

a. The contract for Architectural services may be
void

b. The Architect may not be able to collect the
outstanding balance of his fee

c. The Architect may have to return any fees paid by
the Owner

d. All of the above are true
e. Only a. and b. above are true

52. The Owner’s  overall budget includes the:

a. Cost of the Work plus the Architect’s fee
b. The Cost of the Work without the Architect’s fee
c. The total of all anticipated Owner costs including

attorneys fees, consultants’ costs, surveyor’s fees,
geotechnical engineer’s fees, insurance costs,
permit fees, the actual Cost of the Work, but not
the Architect’s fees

d. The total of all anticipated Owner costs including
attorneys fees, consultants’ costs, surveyor’s fees,
geotechnical engineer’s fees, insurance costs,
permit fees, the actual Cost of the Work, the
Architect’s fees, and any other known project
costs the Owner will be liable for

e. None of the above

53. The proposed procurement or delivery system for the
Project can impact the:
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a. Architect’s fee
b. Architect’s Consultant’s fee
c. Owner’s Consultant’s fees
d. All of the above
e. None of the above

54. The Owner’s Designated Representative is always:

a. The person who executed the Owner/Architect
Agreement

b. The person who has the authority to bind the
Owner

c. The person who is performing field observations
for the Owner

d. The Construction Manger
e. All of the above

55. The Architect is legally liable for:

a. The Work of Owner retained consultants
b. The Work of the Architect retained consultants
c. The cost of the Owner retained consultants
d. The cost of the Architect retained consultants
e. b. and d. only

56. If the Architect retains the geotechnical engineer for the
project:

a. The Architect does not assume the legal liability
for the accuracy of the soil report

b. The Architect does not increase his or her liability
exposure

c. The Architect does increase his or her liability
exposure

d. The Architect is liable for the accuracy of the
geotechnical report

e. c. and d. only

57. The Owner must provide prompt written notice to the
Architect of:

a. All construction defects
b. All faults or defects in the project, including

errors, omissions or inconsistencies in the
Architect’s Instruments of Service

c. All known faults or defects in the Project,
including errors, omissions, or inconsistencies in
the Architect’s Instruments of Service

d. All faults or defects known to exist in the
construction of the Project only

e. All errors, omissions or inconsistencies known to
exist in the Architect’s Instruments of Service
only

58 The Architect shall submit for the Owner’s approval:

a. A schedule of performance of the Architect’s
services

b. A schedule containing allowances for the periods
of time required for the Owner’s review

c. A schedule of the performance of the Contractor’s
services

d. a. and c. only
e. a. and b. only

59. The Architect’s Designated Representative shall be:

a. Authorized to bind the Owner with respect to the
Project

b. Authorized to bind the Architect with respect to
the Project

c. Authorized to bind both the Owner and the
Architect with respect to the Project

d. All of the above
e. None of the above

60. In AIA Document B141-1997, the Instruments of Service
and the Copyrights thereto:

a. Always are owned by the Architect or the
Architect’s Consultants

b. Always are created by the Architect or the
Architect’s Consultants

c. May or may not be in electronic form
d. All of the above
e. b. and c. only

61. According to AIA Document B141-1997, it is always a
good idea to document all of the Architect’s Changes in
Service in writing:

a. Before such services are performed by the
Architect or the Architect’s Consultants

b. Immediately after such services are preformed by
the Architect or the Architect’s Consultant’s

c. If mutually agreed upon in writing, if required by
circumstances beyond the Architect’s control, or
if the Architect’s services are affected as
described in subparagraph 1.3.3.2 of that
document

d. b. and c. only
e. a. and c. only

62. According to AIA Document B141-1997, Mediation is:

a. Always a condition precedent to litigation
b. Always a condition precedent to arbitration
c. Always a condition precedent to arbitration or the

institution of legal or equitable proceedings by
either party

d. Strictly voluntary under the terms of the
Agreement

e. None of the above

63. AIA Document B141-1997 requires that any claim,
dispute or other matter in question arising out of or
related to this Agreement shall be subject to:

a. Arbitration
b. Mediation only
c. Litigation only
d. Mediation first, then arbitration
e. None of the above

64. AIA Document B141-1997 requires that a demand for
arbitration shall be made:

a. Within a reasonable time after the claim, dispute
or other matter in question has arisen
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b. Within 30 days after the claim, dispute or other
matter in question has arisen

c. Within 21 days after providing the 7 days’ Notice
of claim to the Owner

d. Within 60 days after the claim, dispute or other
matter in question has arisen

e. Within 90 days after the claim, dispute or other
matter in question has arisen

65. The Arbitration provisions of B141-1997 allow for:

a. Consolidation of other arbitration proceedings
into this arbitration proceeding

b. Joinder of other parties to this arbitration
proceeding

c. Use of rules other than those of the American
Arbitration Association

d. All of the above if the parties mutually agree to
same

e. None of the above

66. In B141-1997:

a. Only the Owner waives consequential damages
against the Architect

b. Only the Architect waives consequential damages
against the Owner

c. Only the Contractor waives consequential
damages against the Owner

d. Both the Owner and Architect waive
consequential damages against each other

e. Both the Owner and Contractor waive
consequential damages against each other

67. The Agreement is governed by:

a. The laws of the place where the Project is to be
built

b. The laws of the place where the Owner resides
c. The laws of the place of business of the Architect
d. The laws of the place of business of the

Contractor
e. None of the above

68. Nothing in B141 constitutes a contractual relationship
with or a cause of action in favor of a third party:

a. Against either the Owner or Architect
b. Against either the Owner or Architect, except for

the Contractor
c. Against either the Owner or Architect, except for

the Contractor and its subcontractors
d. Against either the Owner or Architect, except for

the Contractor and its subcontractors and material
suppliers

e. None of the above

69. The B141-1997 actually:

a. States when causes of action shall be deemed to
have accrued

b. States when the statutes of limitations period shall
commence to run

c. States that in no event shall such statutes of

limitations commence to run any later than the
date when the Architect’s services are
substantially complete

d. All of the above
e. None of the above

70. The Architect and the Architect’s consultants have no
responsibility for the:

 
a. Discovery of hazardous materials at the Project

site
b. Disposal of hazardous materials at the Project site
c. Handling of hazardous materials at the Project

site
d. Exposure of persons to hazardous materials at the

Project site
e. All of the above

71. If the Owner requests the Architect to execute certificates:

a. The Owner must submit the proposed language of
such certificates to the Architect at least 7 days
prior to the requested date of execution

b. The Owner must submit the proposed language of
such certificates to the Architect at lease 14 days
prior to the requested date of execution

c. The Architect is required to execute all
certificates submitted by the Owner’s lender

d. The Architect shall not be required to execute
certificates that would require knowledge,
services or responsibilities beyond the scope of
the Agreement

e. b. and d. only

72. In B141-1997, the Agreement can be assigned:

a. By the Owner to a bank
b. By the Owner to anyone else
c. By the Architect as security for a loan
d. By the Architect to another architect
e. All of the above

73. In B141-1997, the following parties have a contractual
relationship with the Architect:

a. The Owner
b. The General Contractor
c. The General Contractor and all of the

subcontractors
d. Anyone who purchases the completed building

from the Owner
e. All of the above

74. Under the  B141-1997, the Architect may properly:

a. Accept a gift from the General Contractor
b. Accept a gift from the General Contractor, so long

as the gift is worth less than $75
c. Accept a gift from the General Contractor, but

only if the Architect then shares the gift with the
Owner

d. Get a “discount” from a supplier for the project
e. None of the above
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75. According to the B141-1997, the Architect:

a. Must review laws, codes and regulations that
apply to the project

b. Can pass off the responsibility to review codes to
the General Contractor

c. Can pass off the responsibility to review codes to
the General Contractor, but only if this is clearly
stated on the drawings or specifications

d. Can delegate some of the code review to certain
subcontractors

e. All of the above

76. According to the B141-1997, if a building code official
requests that the Architect make changes to the plans:

a. The Architect can tell the code official that the
plans comply and no changes will be made

b. The Architect can tell the code official that the
General Contractor is responsible for code issues
and pass along the telephone number of the
General Contractor

c. The Architect must respond to the request
d. The Architect has a license and knows this stuff

better than any code official. No response is
necessary

e. All of the above

77. According to B141-1997, if the Owner informs the
Architect that certain information is confidential:

a. The Architect may publish that information on his
website

b. The Architect must keep that information secret
under all circumstances

c. Can reveal that information if necessary to protect
the public from harm

d. Can reveal that information if the Owner sues the
Architect and the information provides a defense
for the Architect

e. c. and d. only

78. According to B141-1997, if the Owner informs the
Architect that certain information is confidential:

a. The Architect may never give this information to
any of the Architect’s consultants

b. The Architect may give this information to the
Architect’s consultants, but only if the consultants
agree to keep the information confidential

c. The architect must get an agreement with the
consultants to keep the information confidential
prior to given them the information

d. b. and c. only
e. None of the above

79. In B141-1997, the Cost of the Work includes:

a. The total cost of all elements necessary for
completion of all work

b. The total cost of all elements designed by the
Architect

c. Change Orders
d. Owner purchased furniture

e. b. and c. only

80. In B141-1997, the Cost of the Work includes:

a. The value of labor obtained by the Owner, even if
the Owner gets it free

b. Material obtained free by the Owner, if the
Architect specified the material

c. Cost of management or supervision of
construction

d. An allowance for contingencies 
e. Allow for all of the above

81. The B141-1997:

a. Addresses the project budget
b. Addresses the question of who will hire the

various consultants
c. Addresses the question of who can make

decisions on behalf of each party
d. Addresses the responsibilities of the parties
e. All of the above

82 The B141-1997:

a. Can be changed by attaching exhibits to the
document

b. Can be changed by crossing out text
c. Can be changed by inserting text in the margin
d. Should  be modified for the specific project
e. All of the above 

 
83. The B141-1997 can only be used with AIA Document

A201-1997, The General Conditions for the Contract for
Construction

84. Consequential damages includes “hard” costs such as cost
of repair

85 The waiver of consequential damages applies to damages
due to termination of the architect

86. The Architect can utilize Owner or Contractor prepared
General Conditions with the B141-1997 

87. AIA Document A201-1987 will work efficiently with
B141-1997

88. It is a good idea to send your client a blank B141-1997 to
review before you and the client sit down to discuss the
project in detail

89. You can consult the General Conditions, AIA Document
A201, for the meaning of terms used in B141

90. The “Waiver of Subrogation” provision only applies to
the extent damages are covered by property insurance

91. Whenever an Architect prepares an Owner / Architect
Agreement, the Architect should read and understand the
entire document before signing it

92. Architects should investigate their client’s ability to pay
before agreeing to undertake a new project
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93. To minimize the Architect’s liability exposure, the B141-
1997 should never be modified

94. The Architect should discuss whether third parties will be
reviewing the Architect’s plans during design

95. An Architect should review Owner-generated general
conditions before preparing the B141

96. An Architect can be held liable for the accuracy of the
Owner’s consultant’s work product if the Architect
reviews the consultant’s information furnished by the
Owner

97. The Architect can be held liable for damages caused by
the Architect’s failure to perform all services required in
the Agreement

98. If the governing codes change during the performance of
professional services by the Architect, the Architect must
make the changes to the documents to bring them in
accordance with the revised codes at the Architect’s sole
expense and shall not be entitled to extra compensation

99. Preparations for and attendance at public hearings
normally are changes in services of the Architect for
which the Architect should be compensated

100. B141-1997 allows the Architect the right to include
photographic or artistic representation of the design of the
project among the Architect’s promotional or professional
material
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194. G A   G B   G C   G D   G E
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